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With the start of the school year

_ less than two weeks away, Wheaton

Warrenville School District 200 is
working out a contingency plan if a
DuPage County judge rules Tuesday
to close Johnson School in War-
renville as a result of a lawsuit filed
by 40 parents &EBEN the schoolis a
“sick” building. -

After Judge moEm Webster de-
layed the ruling earlier this week,
school district attorneys announced

- the district will transfer students in-
- volved in the lawsuit who are suffer-

ing from headaches and respiratory
infections. Seven to eight students in-
volved in the lawsuit currently attend
Johnson, Superintendent Gary T.
Catalani mma S&:mm%w

‘The lawsuit - filed in DuPage
County court in June on behalf 672
former students - seeks a $33.6 mil
lion damage award and an injunction

calling for the school’s permanent

closure.

“We feel very comfortablé in the
status of our building,” Catalani said.
“Offering people this option is not an
admission that we have problem. It's
amatter that if we have parents that
are fearful of sending child to school,

that will impact the education of the

children ... The accommodations
made was more of an education con-

_cern than settling the lawsuit. We

have grounds to defend ourselves in
the lawsuit.”

The lawsuit charges that high
mold counts, deteriorating ceilings
and even the appearance of wortns
crawling up through the floors have
all contributed to health problems at

, the school, which is north of Route

56 between Route 59 and Fermi Na-
tional Accelerator Laboratory,

Tom Zimmerman, one of the par-
ents’ attorneys, said the district’s
offer to worried parents “is a ﬁo__Sm
indication that the district recognizes
that there are still E.ozmam with the
school.”

Despite $600,000 spent on repairs
and a new carbon monoxide detector
to check air quality that was done
even before the lawsuit was filed, par-
ents and students say mﬁscﬁoam
haven't gone away,

“It is my belief and the position of

the school district Emﬁ .Frsmon

in ‘sick’ school lawsuit

School mm m:&S:Emam:w safe. We
are 100 percent sure of that,” Cata-
lani said.

The district is Esgm parentsand -
the public to tour the school and
bring questions to the meeting,
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Aug. 18 at the school, 700 Qasg.
tal Drive, Warrenville. ,

UGEQ spokeswoman Denie

- Young said there have been four or

five phone calls inquiring about the
district’s offer to transfer the stu-
dents, but no formal applications,

A vorQ already exists for parents.

-to request a transfer for their chil-

dren that has to be OK'd by the ex-

- isting school principal, the transfer-

ting school principal and the super-
intendent “for whatever reason (the
Ea%amv deem necessary,” Catalani
sai

“The guiding Esoim of oo:maﬁ..
ing those things is the space avail-
able, and we don’t have a lot of
space,” he said.

* In the meantime, the district is
working on a contingency plan if the
judge rules to close the school, Oms.
lani said,

The Associated Press and Sun cor-
respondent Don Grigas contributed to

this report.



