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Covermg DuPage County, southern Kane County
~and parts of Kendall County

Dlstrlct 200 glves parents optLon

By LeAnn Spencer
" TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

After five years of fielding
complaints that Johnson Ele-
mentary School in Warrenville
is making its students sick, law-
yers for Wheaton-Warrenville
District 200 on Tuesday took the
unusual step of saying that wor-
ried parents have the option of

chool dlstrlct 1nstead
rork, to find alternative
ys to-educate children whose
pare s believe that the school
-is. an- unhealthy place, the law-
yers ‘said.:

Otﬁcxals say that they do not
think many’ parents will pull
children from the school, but
the decision raises the possibil-

ity that an exodus of students.
could begm and other parents

- fs‘fen %
the school’s permanent ¢losure.
That motion was brought by
lawyers representing parents in
a suit seeking class-action status
that was filed against the dis-

: sendmg thelr chlldren to the_

xt'-“a motlon Seekmg v

trict in June The suit claims
the school is a health hazard to
its occupants, an allegation that -
District 200 vehemently denies.
. “We don’t in any way think
that there is anything wrong'.. .
at Johnson school,” said school
district lawyer Michael Maher. .
“But we're w1111ng to make,
accommodations for those peo- B
ple who have concerns.” :

The move to offer famlhes
educational 4lternatives is an
unusual one, say state officials,
Such tactics are typically used
by districts that have suffered
natural disasters that make ‘it
impossible to educate their stu-
dents. An example is the 1990
tornado that demolished Plam
field High School.

Tom Hefnandez, a spokesman
for the Illinois State Board of
Education, said, “Short of an

" extreme circumstance, we are

not aware of a school district
taking any action like this: still
keeping its building open, stili
contending that there is nothing
wrong with the building, but
accommodating parents who .
might feel otherwise.”

Johnson School has been the

SEE ScHOOL, PAGE 2
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