Class action 'egun ;

in ComEd outages-,
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Commonwealth Echson could
face a potentlal pool of 200,000
plaintiffs in a $single court case
- over its. July .and . August electri-

'cal outages ‘as the result of a class- .

- action certification approved

‘Tyuesday by Judge Ellis Reid in

‘Cook Couiity Chancery Court.
The décision:was designed to

ease case managenient while

reaching a settlement for the
“prownouts” that affected Wrig-
leyville, the South Loop and
Greektown between July 30" and
Aug. 31. The purpose is to attach

all civil actions against.ComEd to-

" the first suit filed against the elec
trical glant thus freeing the
courts. from processing thouisands
. of individual cases.

The law firm of Stackler ‘and-

Holstein, which is representmg
the original plaintiff, Anchor
Maintenance Inc.,, was appomted
 lead class counsel.

“Every business or 1nd1v1dual -

- who suffered some type of dam-
ages, whether actual or conse-

quential, such as lost business or-

any type of. personal injury, is

automatlcally included in the law--
suit,” said Thomas A. Zimmerman .

of Stackler and Holstein.~

. ComEd already has settled out-
of- court claims brought by 13,500

businesses and individuals’ incon-

venienced by the power outages

for unspecified monetary sums,
the company says. . - ;

" Glenn Newman, assomate gen,

‘eral counsel for labor and ‘litiga-

tion at ComEd sa1d Reid’s rulmg

allows both the plaintiffs. and -

" defendant an out: Either side can

end the .class-action status ofvthe :

§uit at any time if-it- appears a-

settlement’ cannot be reached
without protracted litigation. ';«\
~“This simply prov1des a.way fi or -

“'us to see who the plaintiffs afe

seeking to répresent,” Newmadn -

- said. “It is not an. admission that. .

a_class is appropriate or would be
certified if we are unablé to reach '

x:3 resolution,” ¢

Due to the hlgh proﬁle nature of
the suit, however, Zlmmerman
said he is-hopeful that a settle-’
ment will happen quickly. He esti-
mated that at least- 200,000 custom :

“ers-were affected by the outages :

and- that ‘damages for personal

" “injury and conseguential recovery

could exceed $100 million.

<. However, Newman sald legal
. rulmgs have’ declared that utlhtles

are not respons1ble for ‘damages 'if
the outage is the result of natural
occurrérices such as ‘weather. :
“Making utilities responsmle for
losses from outages would make-
the cost of prov1d1ng telephone or’
electrical service proh1b1t1ve1y.
h1gh ” Newman said. “They would
be in effect insuring business.”
Zimmerman countered that

- courts would rule dlfferently on

ComEd’s current troubles, charg-
mg that they stem from “negh

_gence.” R

Stackler and Holstem have

. established a hot line for informa~

tion on joining the. class: action?

18006669066 ' o L




